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When Hiram Hershey, a native of Hamburg, PA, was a student at Eastern 
Mennonite College in the 1940s, one of his roommates was Richard Detweiler 
from Souderton.  Through his friendship with Richard, Hiram became 
acquainted with the Franconia Conference Mennonite community in eastern 
Pennsylvania.   
 
Starting in the late 1940s church leaders in the Franconia Conference began to 
permit special music during worship services.  This opened the possibility for 
Hiram in 1947 to start a young people’s choral group.  Known as The Voice of 
Youth, this group continued to meet and sing until 1953. 
 
In 1954 Hershey organized a chorus in Lancaster County, the Mennonite A 
Cappella Choir.  At the same time during the next decade, he was leading a 
group in the Franconia area, the Franconia Choral Singers.  He rehearsed 
Tuesday evening in Franconia and Thursday evening in Lancaster.  In 1971 
Hiram combined the choirs for their semi-annual performances, and the group 
assumed the name, Franconia-Lancaster Choral Singers.   
 
Hershey commissioned composer Alice Parker to create oratorios for the choir 
to premiere.   Dr. Frank Zimmerman, a professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania, was a guest conductor on several occasions.  Hershey focused 
on oratorios by Bach, Handel, Haydn, Schubert, Purcell, Brahms, and 
Mendelssohn.  He continued to conduct the choir until 1995, retiring that year 
after almost 50 years of choral conducting.  The last oratorio he conducted 
with the Franconia-Lancaster Choral Singers was on April 29, 30, 1995 -- two 
glorious performances of the oratorio Solomon by Handel. 
 
Since retirement from the Choral Singers, Hershey has led many hymn sings, 
has sung solos, and in 2006, at age 80, with a community choir of 80 voices, he 
conducted by memory, Handel’s Messiah.   
 
Ralph Alderfer, the current eminent conductor of the Franconia-Lancaster 
Choral Singers, was Hiram’s student when Hershey taught music at 
Christopher Dock Mennonite High School, 1954-1960.   
 
Hiram is a graduate of Westminster Choir College, (B.A. and M.M.).  He took 
graduate studies at Union Theological Seminary and has studied privately with 
Julius Hereford and William Smith.  Hiram and his wife, Mary Jane Lederach 
Hershey, four children and five grandchildren all live in the Upper Salford 
community near Harleysville, PA.
 


